
WHAT IS REAL ID? 
The REAL ID Act is a federal law passed by Congress after Sept. 11, 2001, that establishes specific 
minimum federal standards for state-issued driver's licenses and ID cards to be accepted for certain 
federal purposes, like entering a federal building or boarding a domestic commercial flight. 
 
PENNSYLVANIA HAS BEEN GRANTED AN EXTENSION TO THE REAL ID ACT 
THROUGH OCTOBER 10, 2018. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 
The extension means that current PennDOT-issued driver's licenses and identification cards can be used 
to enter federal facilities and board domestic commercial flights through October 10, 2018. 
 
CAN I BOARD A PLANE WITH THE LICENSE I HAVE NOW? 
Yes. Current PennDOT-issued driver's licenses and identification cards will remain acceptable 
identification for boarding domestic commercial flights as long as an extension is in place. PennDOT's 
current extension lasts until October 10, 2018. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS AFTER 2020? 
Beginning October 1, 2020, Pennsylvanians will need a REAL ID-compliant license, identification card or 
an acceptable alternative identification as approved by TSA to board domestic commercial flights or enter 
a federal facility without a secondary form of Department of Homeland Security (DHS) approved 
identification 
 
WHAT IS PENNDOT'S PLAN TO ENSURE THAT PENNSYLVANIA IS COMPLIANT 
WITH REAL ID REGULATIONS? 
PennDOT is working to develop a deployment plan that will make REAL ID-compliant driver's licenses 
and identification cards available to Pennsylvania residents by Spring 2019. 
 
WHY DID PENNDOT WAIT SO LONG TO BEGIN THE REAL ID PROCESS? 
Until May 2017, Pennsylvania law prohibited PennDOT from complying with the federal REAL ID Act. Act 
3 of 2017 repealed this prior legislation and allowed PennDOT to seek REAL ID compliance. Preliminary 
work has begun and PennDOT anticipates that REAL ID-compliant documents will be available at the 
customer's option by Spring 2019. 
 
I JUST RENEWED MY LICENSE AND GOT THE NEWLY DESIGNED VERSION. IS 
THIS A REAL ID? 
No. Periodic design and security updates are standard business practice for PennDOT, and it was in the 
best interest of our customers to continue that important work despite prior legislation prohibiting REAL ID 
compliance. 
 
WILL THE NON-REAL ID DRIVER'S LICENSE OR IDENTIFICATION CARD BE LESS 
SECURE? 
No. While processes and procedures required by DHS to issue a REAL ID card differ from standard-
issued cards, the non-REAL ID cards will be produced using the same security features. 
 
WHY WOULD I WANT A REAL ID? 
A federally accepted identification (whether it's a Pennsylvania REAL ID driver's license or identification 
card, U.S. Passport/Passport Card, military ID, etc.) must be used as your identification to board a 
commercial flight or visit a secure federal building on and after October 1, 2020. If you want to use your 
Pennsylvania driver's license or photo ID as identification for these purposes, you may want to consider 
getting a REAL ID when they're available. 
 
DO I HAVE TO GET A REAL ID? 



No, REAL ID is optional for Pennsylvania residents. You will be able to get either a REAL ID driver's 
license or identification card, or a standard driver's license or identification card. If you have a valid U.S. 
Passport or U.S. Passport Card, military ID, or another federally approved identification, you may use this 
as your form of identification to pass a TSA checkpoint at airports nationwide and visit a secure federal 
building or military installations at any time. 
If you know you will not be boarding a commercial flight or visiting a secure federal facility or military base, 
you do not need a REAL ID. 
You do not need a REAL ID driver's license or identification card to do any of the following: 

 Drive 
 Vote 
 Apply for or receive federal benefits for which you are entitled (Veterans' Affairs, Social 

Security Administration, etc.) 
 Enter a federal facility that does not require an ID (i.e. a post office) 
 Access a hospital or receive life-saving services 
 Participate in law enforcement proceedings or investigations (serve on a federal jury, 

testify in federal court, etc.) 
 
WHEN CAN I GET THE REAL ID LICENSE OR ID CARD? 
The REAL ID license and ID card will be available to customers in Spring 2019. System, building 
infrastructure, and process changes will be necessary for Pennsylvania to issue REAL ID-compliant 
cards. 
 
HOW MUCH WILL THE REAL ID COST? 
Customers will pay a one-time fee of $30, plus a renewal fee (current renewal fee is $30.50 for a four-
year non-commercial driver’s license or a photo ID). The expiration date of the initial REAL ID product will 
include any time remaining on their existing non-REAL ID product, plus an additional four years, unless 
the customer is over 65 and has a two-year license. This expiration date structure means that the 
customer won’t “lose” time that they’ve already paid for. After the initial REAL ID product expires, the 
customer will pay no additional fee, beyond regular renewal fees, to renew a REAL ID product. 
 
IF MY DRIVER'S LICENSE EXPIRES BEFORE REAL IDS ARE AVAILABLE, DO I 
HAVE TO PAY TO RENEW MY LICENSE AND PAY AGAIN TO GET A REAL ID? 
Yes. You must renew your driver's license when it expires; do not drive with an expired license. It will be 
optional and voluntary to change your current license to a REAL ID. However, if you choose to get a 
REAL ID when they are available, your REAL ID expiration date will reflect any remaining time on your 
current license, plus four years.  
 
WILL MY REAL ID LICENSE OR PHOTO ID LOOK DIFFERENT? 
The visible difference will be that a REAL ID-compliant product will be marked with a gold star. REAL ID 
products are produced using the same security features as standard-issued products. 
 
WHAT DOCUMENTS WILL I NEED TO OBTAIN A REAL ID? 
When you apply for a REAL ID (which will not be available until 2019), you will need to present original 
versions or certified copies (if applicable) of the following documents, per federal regulations: 

 Proof of Identity--Examples: Original or certified copy of a birth certificate with a raised 
seal or valid U.S. Passport 

 Proof of Social Security Number--Example: Social security card 
*Please note that social security card cannot be laminated or sealed in plastic. 

 Proof of all Legal Name Changes--Examples: Marriage certificate or court order issued 
by your county's family court 
*Please note: You must show a complete name change history that links your birth 
certificate name to your current name. If you have a valid U.S. Passport or U.S. Passport 
Card with your legal name, you may use that as your name change document. 



 Two Proofs of Current, Physical PA Address--Examples: Current, unexpired PA license 
or ID and a no more than 90-day-old bank statement or utility bill with the same name 
and address 

For more information about documents required for REAL ID, visit our REAL ID Document Check page. 
 
I DON'T HAVE MY BIRTH CERTIFICATE. WHAT DO I DO? 
If you do not have your birth certificate in your possession, you need to contact your state or county 
Department of Health office in the state of your birth and request an original or certified copy. Some 
states may take up to six months to process duplicate birth certificates, so it is advisable to begin 
this process right away. 

 View information for the Department of Vital Records at the PA Department of Health 
 View contact information for health departments in other states 

 
WHAT IF MY NAME, DATE OF BIRTH, OR GENDER DESIGNATION IS DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT IS ON MY BIRTH CERTIFICATE OR LEGAL STATUS DOCUMENT? 
If your current legal name, date of birth, or gender designation is different from the information on your 
birth certificate or legal status document, you must show legal proof of the change. Acceptable 
documents supporting a change include: 

 Name change or date of birth: 
 Marriage certificate or divorce decree 
 Court order approving a change of legal name or date of birth 
 Original or certified copy of an amended birth certificate showing a change of name 
 Gender designation: 
 A certified, amended birth certificate with a raised seal 
 A completed DL-32 form (PDF)  

 
WILL MY CHILD NEED A REAL ID TO BOARD A PLANE? 
TSA does not currently require children under 18 to provide identification when traveling with a 
companion within the United States. The companion will need acceptable identification. 
 
WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE ABOUT REAL ID? 
To learn more about REAL ID, visit the Department of Homeland Security's website. 
 
DO I NEED TO WORRY ABOUT THIS NOW? 
REAL IDs will not be available in Pennsylvania until spring 2019. All Pennsylvania licenses and 
identification cards are currently acceptable for boarding commercial aircraft and entering federal 
facilities. However, PennDOT advises customers who may want to obtain a REAL ID to get their required 
documents in order as soon as possible. PennDOT will continue to communicate any new information 
about REAL ID with customers as soon as it becomes available. 
 
If you already have a U.S. Passport or Passport Card and want a REAL ID, we recommend that you wait 
until your next renewal to obtain one and avoid the initial rush. 
 


